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SECTION 3.01     NOTES TO THE DESIGN TEAM 

The Design Team is responsible for reviewing the DCH in its entirety and ensuring the design of the 

project complies with the DCH, and for coordinating their design across all trades & disciplines.  

Construction Type 

All Terminal and CTA Projects shall be Construction Type 1A (CBC Chapter 6). 

Building Construction Projects 

For building construction projects, provide the following information on the cover sheet of the drawings: 

A. The street address of the structure  

B. The name and address of the Lessee 

C. The edition of the codes under which the project is designed 

D. Building Code Use and Occupancy Classification 

E. Building Code Construction Type 

F. Design Occupant Load and Exiting Analysis 

G. Fire/Life Safety system criteria 

H. U-factors of building envelope systems and a statement signed and sealed by the architect of 

record that the building envelope complies with the Energy Code Tabulation of building 

components and systems and a statement signed and sealed by the engineer of record that all 

building components and systems comply with the Energy Code. 

 

Use 
Occupancy 

Load 

Security Queuing 1:7 

Ticket Queuing 1:7 

Food Court 1:15 

Hold Room 1:15 

Restaurant Seating 1:15 

Lobby 1:20 

Baggage 1:20 

Premier Lounge 1:30 

Retail 1:30 

Lockers 1:50 

Concourse 1:100 

Corridor 1:100 

Office 1:100 

Passage 1:100 

Security 1:100 

Kitchen 1:200 

Mech/Elec/Storage 1:300 

Baggage Carousel -  
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Conveyor -  

Elevator  - 

Landscape -  

Restrooms  - 

Stairs/Escalators -  

Shafts -  

 

Note: 

PRIOR to submitting any project to LADBS that requires an Exiting Analysis or Occupant Egress plan, 

you must consult with your LAWA Project Manager. 

Codes and other References 

As codes are often updated, it is incumbent upon the designers to be aware of the current applicable codes 

and regulations for their project.  Designers are required to comply with the requirements of the latest 

applicable building codes and environmental regulations and clearances adopted by the State of 

California, County of Los Angeles, City of Los Angeles, Regional Water Quality Board and the South 

Coast Air Quality Management District, etc.  These may include, for example, but are not limited to: 

A. City of Los Angeles Codes.  City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety. 

B. City of Los Angeles Low Impact Development (LID).  (Approval process could take 2-3 

months).  

C. South Coast Air Quality Management District.  Construction and operating permit (Approval 

process for construction permit could take 6-9 months).  

D. State Water Resources Control Board.  Construction Storm Water Pollution Prevention 

Program permitting process (Approval process could take 2-3 months). 

E. Other Environmental Permits.  Certain environmental permits and clearances require LAWA 

submittal to the approving agencies before construction begins; therefore, construction 

schedule should account for the lead time required for the LAWA process. 

F. Accessibility Requirements.  All plans shall comply with the current City of Los Angeles and 

Title 24, California Code of Accessibility Regulations in conjunction with the American with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) and ANSI 117.1.  

G. The California Retail Food Code.  Part 7 of the California Health and Safety Code. 

H. Retail Construction Guidelines.  From the County of Los Angeles, Department of 

Environmental Health.  

I. The Los Angeles Industrial Waste Control Ordinance.  Section 64.30 of the Los Angeles 

Municipal Code.  

J. Manual for Design of Streets and Roadways.  City of Los Angeles Street Design Manual, 

latest version, shall govern the design of streets and roadways.  These manuals may be 

reviewed at www.lacity.org.  

K. Manual for Storm Drain Design.  City of Los Angeles Storm Drain Design Manual, latest 

version, shall govern the design of storm drains at LAX and VNY.  These manuals may be 

reviewed at www.lacity.org.  

http://www.lacity.org/
http://www.lacity.org/
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L. Manual for Sewer Design.  City of Los Angeles Sanitary Sewer Design Manual, latest 

version, shall govern the design of sanitary sewers at LAX and VNY.  These manuals maybe 

reviewed at www.lacity.org.  

M. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Standards.  See “Planning” Section of the DCH:  

Permitting Agencies and the FAA. 

N. Customs and Border Protection – U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). All 

contractors, tenants, site personnel and design stipulations will be subject to the requirements 

of the CBP Agency as well as the Department of Homeland Security. These regulations are 

expected to change from time to time. It is incumbent upon the tenant and design agent to be 

cognizant of the project areas or designs that may be require interface with these agencies, 

and secure any and all approvals that may be necessary.  

O. Federal Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Standards. For projects impacting Security 

Screening, Federal Inspection, etc. refer to DHS standards that may be obtained from 

dhs.gov. All designs or projects including any Homeland Security Facilities shall be reviewed 

and approved by local Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Federal Security 

Director’s office, and local Customs and Border Protection Office. 

Guide Specifications 

The Design Team shall build upon the relevant LAWA Guide Specifications to generate their own 

project-specific Technical Specifications in a manner consistent with their overall design goals. These do 

not supersede any applicable codes or regulations.  

Wayfinding and Signage 

The purpose of Wayfinding and Signage is to establish and maintain a cohesive identity and wayfinding 

sign system at each of our airports and all service properties. The LAWA Wayfinding and Signage 

Standards found in Attachments and References provides uniform and consistent wayfinding signage 

guidelines, serving as the master reference for LAWA personnel, consultants, and tenants. Projects 

associated with Los Angeles World Airports are to adopt and support these efforts. 

Building Information Modeling (BIM), Geospatial, Data, and Drawing Requirements 

The Design Team shall review all BIM requirements early in the design process to ensure all deliverables 

follow the requirements related to Vertical Construction, MEPF Equipment, Utilities, Surveying, etc.  

For surveying at LAX, please see the LAX Survey Control Network. For surveying at VNY, please see 

VNY Survey Control Network. Both documents are located in the BIM, Data, and Drawing 

Requirements. 

Deviations 

Deviations from the DCH must be explicitly requested and approved in accordance with the Exemption 

Request Process. Deviations from the DCH that have not been explicitly approved by LAWA through 

the Exemption Request Process will not be accepted. 

The Design Team should openly discuss any proposed deviations from the DCH with their LAWA 

Project Manager early and often. For large projects, LAWA also recommends that each Project Team 

maintain a log of all proposed Exemptions for their respective Project(s). If the Project Sponsor is seeking 

Capital Funding from LAWA, a log of all DCH Exemption Requests must be included in each Design 

Package Submittal. 

 

http://www.lacity.org/
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Hold Harmless Clauses 

One of these Hold Harmless clauses is required in tenant projects: 

A. Hold Harmless Agreement - That the Tenant shall defend, indemnify, and save harmless the 

City of Los Angeles and all its officers, agents, and employees from all suits, actions, or 

claims of any character, name, or description brought for or on account of any injuries or 

damages received or sustained by any person, persons, or property arising out of or based 

upon any event or condition occurring or existing as a result of the construction hereby 

approved during the course of construction or at any time following completion thereof. 

B. Hold Harmless Agreement (Federal funded projects only) - FEDERAL TORT CLAIMS 

ACT: In accordance with and subject to the conditions, limitations, and exceptions set forth 

in the Federal Tort Claims Act of 1948, as amended (28 USC 2671 et Seq.), hereafter termed 

'the Act', the Tenant will be liable to persons damaged by any personal injury, death or injury 

to, or loss of property, which is caused by a negligent or wrongful act or omission of any 

employee of the Government while acting within the scope of his office or employment under 

circumstances where a private person would be liable in accordance with the law of the place 

where the act or omission occurred. The foregoing shall not be deemed to extend the 

Government's liability beyond that existing under the Act at the time of such act or omission 

or to preclude the Government from using any defense available in law or equity. 

Notes to the Construction Team 

Design Teams are responsible for including ALL information contained in the “Notes to the Construction 

Team” in their Contract Documents, and elaborating on those requirements for their specific project. 

Retail Food Facilities 

For LAX and VNY, all Retail Food Facilities are required to submit complete, detailed construction and 

equipment installation plans for review and approval by the Los Angeles County Environmental Health 

Plan Check program.  

Specification Format 

For LAWA issued projects, specifications shall be in accordance with the Construction Specification 

Institute (CSI) Master Format. For all airfield construction projects, contract documents shall be prepared 

in accordance with AC 150/5370-10.  

 

 

 

END OF SECTION 

 

 


